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MENTAL HEALTH POLICY AND STRATEGIC PLAN 2010-20 
Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre � Minister for Mental Health) [9.11 am]: I rise today to advise the house of the 
launch of this state�s mental health policy and strategic plan for 2010-20.  

Almost half of all Western Australians who are aged 16 or over will experience one or more common mental 
disorders at some point in their lifetime. Mental illness impacts upon not only the lives of people with mental 
illness but also the lives of their families, carers and the community. Mental health is everyone�s business. 
Appropriate policies and programs are required to support people experiencing mental illness and those close to 
them. Mental illness is a key priority for the Liberal-National government. One of our major goals is to provide 
community-based treatment, support and recovery.  

People with mental illness require more than drugs and therapy. Services such as housing, education and 
employment are vital to recovery. A framework for action based on a whole-of-government and whole-of-
community approach will maximise mental health outcomes for Western Australians. Currently, there is no 
agreed overarching policy framework or strategic plan to guide an approach to deliver mental health service 
reform in Western Australia. The state mental health policy and strategic plan 2010-20 will guide the reform and 
redesign services.  

Yesterday, I launched the first stage in the development of a framework under which PricewaterhouseCoopers 
will review mental health services. We want to deliver a system that provides evidence-based and best practice 
mental health care; puts the needs of consumers at the heart of the system; focuses on promotion, prevention, 
early intervention, treatment and rehabilitation; is responsive; provides the best possible standard of care; and 
recognises the requirements of key target groups. 

The contract for this strategic plan and review was let for well under the $1.2 million figure claimed by the 
opposition. It may well have paid that amount of money while in government, but this government has let the 
contract for less than half that amount�$493 768. The new approach will reinforce the idea that responsibility 
for mental health has to be shared across all levels of government, private and non-government sectors, and the 
wider community. A vital element of this review is the broad consultation process that is being undertaken. This 
is a major reform program to deliver a better mental health system to Western Australians for the next decade. 
 


